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All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and ofpursuing and obtaining safety 
and happiness. — Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


Oregon Ranching Case Sparks 
Anti-Government Sentiment 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) - The 
father and son of a prominent Oregon 
ranching family will go to prison next 
week after a judge ruled they served too 
little time for setting fires that spread to 
government leased grazing lands. 

Dwight Hammond, 73, and 
Steven Hammond, 46, lit the fires in 
2001 and 2006 to reduce the growth of 
invasive plants and protect their 
property from wildfires. The fires charred 
just under 140 acres. 

The father served three 
months, the son one year. But a federal 
judge ruled their terms were too short 
and ordered them back to prison for 
about four years each. 

The sentences touched a 
nerve with far right groups who 
repudiate federal authority. The son of 
Nevada rancher Cliven Bundy, who was 
involved in a standoff with the 
government over grazing rights, is 
organizing opposition. 

In 2014, after the Bureau of 
Land Management sought to remove 
Bundy's cattle from public rangeland, 
armed militiamen confronted federal 
officials. Bundy stopped paying grazing 
fees over 20 years ago and owes more 
than $1 million. 

This month, his son Ammon 
Bundy and a handful of militiamen from 
other states arrived in Burns, some 60 
miles from the Hammond ranch. 

Ammon Bundy criticized the 
U.S. government for prosecuting the 
Hammonds under the Antiterrorism and 
Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996 that 
required a five-year minimum sentence, 
though they have declined to say why. 

Ammon Bundy also shamed 
the Harney County sheriff for not 
protecting the Hammonds. 


The Hammonds have not 
welcomed the Bundys' help. 

"Neither Ammon Bundy nor 
anyone within his group/organization 
speak for the Hammond Family," the 
Hammonds' lawyer W. Alan Schroeder 
wrote to Sheriff David Ward. 

Dwight Hammond maintained 
their case isn't about fires: It's the 
government's efforts to take their land at 
a time when saving endangered species 
has gained in importance. 

Dwight Hammond said he and 
his own father bought the ranch in 1964; 
the purchase price included the rights to 
lease public land for cattle grazing. But 
as the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge 
came to surround the Hammonds' 
property, the rancher said, the family 
had to stave off pressure from the 
federal government to sell the ranch. 

Over the years, the 
government chipped away at their 
grazing allotments, taking some and 
increasing fees on others. 

After father and son were 
convicted of the arsons, the government 
declined to renew their grazing permit. 
The family is appealing that decision. 

"We paid hard dollars over fifty 
years ago for the right to graze. It isn't 
right for them to take it away from us," 
Dwight Hammond said. 

In an opinion piece published 
this month in the Burns Times Herald, 
Oregon's U.S. attorney, Bill Williams, 
said the Hammonds received a fair trial 
and lawful sentences. 

Referring to the militia, 
Williams said: "Any criminal behavior 
contemplated by those who may object 
to the court's mandate ... will not be 
tolerated.” --January 1,2016 


What’s Happening in Oregon 
Is Nothing Less Than Armed 
Sedition 

By Charles Pierce 

Its roots in our politics are 
deep and tangled. 

“If three years ago any 
person had told me that at this day, I 
should see such a formidable rebellion 
against the laws & constitutions of our 
own making as now appears I should 
have thought him a bedlamite —a fit 
subject for a mad house." —George 
Washington to Henry Knox, on the 
subject of Shays Rebellion, February 3, 
1787 

You have to give Captain 
Daniel Shays this: When he launched 
his armed sedition against lawful 
authority, he at least was invited in. 
Overnight on Saturday, in an obscure 
corner of the Oregon wilderness, and 
contrary to the law, and in defiance of 
democratic authority, both federal and 
local, another act of armed sedition 
was committed. In a small place in 
Oregon, the essential compact of the 
United States of America has come 
apart. 

The Bundy family of 
Nevada joined with hard-core 
militiamen Saturday to take over the 
headquarters of the Malheur National 
Wildlife Refuge, vowing to occupy the 
remote federal outpost 30 miles 
southeast of Burns for years. The 
occupation came shortly after an 
estimated 300 marchers—militia and 
local citizens both—paraded through 
Burns to protest the prosecution of two 
Harney County ranchers, Dwight 
Hammond Jr. and Steven Hammond. 
Militia members at the refuge claimed 
they had as many as 100 supporters 
with them. The refuge, federal property 
managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 







Service, was closed and unoccupied 
for the holiday weekend. 

(This is also something you 
have to give to Captain Daniel Shays. 
He put a little more of his ass on the 
line. His act of armed sedition aimed a 
little higher than the occupation of the 
vacant headquarters of a bird 
sanctuary.) 

The local authorities, and 
the local citizenry, want no part of this 
noisy claque of armed meatheads. It is 
popular among these people who 
apparently have brains wired like short¬ 
wave radios broadcasting from upper 
Michigan to say that the real 
constitutional authority in this country 
resides in its local sheriffs. Well, the 
local sheriff in this case would like it 
very much if this particular invasive 
species would go back to freeloading 
on federal lands in Nevada. 

Harney County Sheriff Dave 
Ward told people to stay away from the 
building as authorities work to defuse 
the situation. 

This is an act of armed 
sedition against lawful authority. This is 
not "an expression of anti-government 
sentiment." These are men with guns 
who have taken something that 
belongs to all of us. These are traitors 
and thieves who got away with this 
dangerous nonsense once [at the 
Bundy ranch in Nevada]. 

There is no actual tyranny 
in this country against which to take up 
arms. There is bureaucratic inertia. 
There is pigheaded bureaucracy. There 
even is political chicanery. But there is 
no actual tyranny in the Endangered 
Species Act, or in the Bureau of Land 
Management, or in the Environmental 
Protection Agency, or in the Affordable 
Care Act, or in IRS dumbassery, or 
even in whatever it is that the president 
plans to say about guns in the next 
week or so. Anyone who argues that 
actual tyranny exists is a dangerous 
charlatan who should be mocked from 
the public square. 

-- Esquire January 4, 2016 

Former Drone Operators Are 
Horrified by the Cruelty of the 
Assassination Program 

By Murtaza Hussain 

U.S. drone operators are 
inflicting heavy civilian casualties and 
have developed an institutional culture 
callous to the death of children and 
other innocents, four former operators 
said at a press briefing today in New 
York. 

The killings, part of the Obama 
administration's targeted assassination 
program, are aiding terrorist recruitment 


and thus undermining the program's 
goal of eliminating such fighters, the 
veterans added. One of the operators, 
Michael Haas, a former senior airman, 
described widespread drug and alcohol 
abuse, further stating that some 
operators had flown missions while 
impaired. 

An Air Force spokesperson 
wrote in an email that "Behavior found to 
be inconsistent with Air Force core 
values is appropriately looked into and if 
warranted, disciplinary action is taken." 

In addition to Haas, the 
operators are former Air Force Staff Sgt. 
Brandon Bryant and former senior 
airmen Cian Westmoreland and 
Stephen Lewis. The men have 
conducted kill missions in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Haas said operators become 
acculturated to denying the humanity of 
the people on their targeting screens. 
"There was a much more detached 
outlook about who these people were 
we were monitoring," he said. "Shooting 
was something to be lauded and 
something we should strive for." 

As a flight instructor, Haas 
claimed to have been non-judicially 
reprimanded by his superiors for failing 
a student who had expressed 
"bloodlust," an overwhelming eagerness 
to kill. 

This October, The Intercept 
published classified documents leaked 
by a whistleblower that showed how the 
program killed people based on 
unreliable intelligence, that the vast 
majority of people killed in Afghanistan 
were not the intended targets, and that 
the military labeled non-targets killed in 
the campaign as enemies rather than 
civilians. 

The operators said that they 
believe drone assassinations have fed 
the rise of the extremist group the 
Islamic State, which has claimed 
responsibility for the recent Paris 
attacks. 

— The Intercept November 27, 2015 

EPA spends millions on 
military-style weapons, 
watchdog group reports 

The Environmental 

Protection Agency has spent millions of 
dollars on military-style weapons to arm 
its 200 “special agents" to fight 
environmental crime. 

Among the weapons 
purchased are guns, body armor, 
camouflage equipment, unmanned 
aircraft, amphibious assault ships, 
radar and night-vision gear and other 
military-style weaponry and 


surveillance activities, according to the 
watchdog group Open the Books. 

“Protecting the environment 
just got real. With millions of dollars 
spent on military style weaponry, the 
EPA is now literally ensconced with all 
institutional force,” said Adam 
Andrzejewski, founder of Open the 
Books and the author of the report. 

“Our report discovered that 
when the EPA comes knocking they 
are armed with a thousand lawyers, 
arrest/criminal data, credit, business 
and property histories, plus a ‘Special 
Agent’ with the latest in weaponry and 
technology,” Mr. Andrzejewski added. 

The agency spends nearly 
$75 million each year for criminal 
enforcement, including money for 200 
“special agents” charged with fighting 
environmental crime. 

Congress granted police 
powers to the EPA in 1988, during the 
Reagan administration. 

The EPA estimates that 
each Special Agent costs taxpayers 
$216,000 per year in salary, travel, 
equipment, training and other 
expenses, according to the report. 

Open the Books, a 
nonpartisan and nonprofit group based 
in Illinois, scanned tens of thousands of 
the agency’s spending contracts 
totaling more than $93 billion from 2000 
to 2014. 

Hundreds of millions of 
dollars were spent on high-end office 
furnishings, sports equipment and 
“environmental justice” grants to raise 
awareness of global warming. 

The report also reveals that 
seven of 10 EPA employees make 
more than $100,000 a year and more 
than 12,000 of its 16,000 employees 
were given bonuses last year. 

The EPA also employs 
more than 1,000 attorneys, making it 
one of the largest law firms in the 
country. 

The agency also sent over 
$50 million since 2000 to international 
organizations, including groups in 
Mexico and China. 

-washingtontimes.com Oct. 15, 2015 

How the Sultan of Brunei Stole 
Christmas 

He kept his own harem, and 
believes gays should be stoned to 
death. Now the hypocritical sultan has 
banned all manner of festive merriment. 

At least the Grinch had an 

excuse. 

Seuss’s most hated character 
endured a miserable childhood that saw 
his love of Christmas cruelly snuffed out. 




The sultan of Brunei suffered 
no such hardship. 

The “Playboy Prince’’ grew up 
in unparalleled luxury in a gilded palace 
that looms over the tiny kingdom of 
Brunei on the northern shores of Borneo 
in Southeast Asia. 

Behind the palace gates, he 
lives a lavish and lascivious lifestyle— 
think harem of international models. 

Last year, he announced that 
Sharia (Islamic law) would be introduced 
in Brunei— his subjects face being 
publicly flogged or stoned to death for 
breaching the strict moral code. 

In response to his murderous 
homophobia, the celebrity world 
mobilized to boycott his Dorchester 
Collection group of hotels. 

The penalties for crimes such 
as wearing a Santa’s hat in public 
stretch to five years in prison. 

Last year, the Sultan’s 
Religious Enforcement Division raided 
businesses and demanded that 
Christmas trees be destroyed and store 
clerks take off their Santa costumes. 

This year, the kingdom’s 
imams told Muslims that "Prophet 
Muhammad said, ‘Whoever imitates a 
people is one of them,”’ according to the 
Borneo Bulletin. 

In other words, any Muslim 
who so much as jingles a bell 
automatically becomes a kafir, or 
“unbeliever." 

Speaking during Friday 
prayers, an imam explained that the ban 
included lighting candles, putting up 
Christmas trees, singing carols, putting 
up decorations or “creating sounds and 
doing anything that amounts to 
respecting their religion.” 

“As Muslims and as a Zikir 
Nation, we must keep it away as it could 
affect our Islamic faith,” he said. 

“Theory states that Allah’s law 
is cruel and unfair,” said the sultan when 
he introduced Sharia. “But Allah himself 
has said that his law is indeed fair.” 

Lisa Daftari, who edits the 
Foreign Desk website, has received a 
submission from Brunei, where a secret 
party was held in a restaurant that 
boasted a wreath, a couple of Santa’s 
hats and magnificent, star-topped 
Christmas tree. 

— thedailybeast.com 12/23/2015 

Egypt jails Muslim scholar for 
insulting Islam 

Cairo (AFP) - An Egyptian 
court has reduced the jail term for a 
Muslim scholar convicted of insulting 
Islam from five years to one. 

On his show, “With Islam”, on 
private satellite TV channel Al-Kahera 


Wei Nas, Islam al-Behairy often 
questioned ancient Islamic preachings 
and centuries-old interpretations of the 
faith. 

That came as President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi has repeatedly urged 
reforms in interpretation of the faith. 

But Behairy's views outraged 
prestigious Cairo-based Sunni Islamic 
learning centre Al-Azhar, which said at 
the programme did not advocate 
"reforms" but "were insults to Islamic 
heritage". 

The channel later suspended 
the programme, saying the decision was 
taken "to defend the national interest, 
out of respect for a large segment of 
society and in response to the request 
of the grand sheikh of al-Azhar." 

Egypt's constitution outlaws 
insults against Islam, Christianity and 
Judaism. 

Last year a Coptic Christian 
teacher was jailed for six months after 
parents complained that she had told 
her students that late Coptic pope, 
Shenuda III, was better than the Muslim 
prophet Mohammed. - Dec. 29, 2015 

At Colorado campus, 
concealed carry of handguns 
has faded as an issue 

For 136 years, the 
University of Colorado banned anyone 
but law enforcement officers from 
carrying a firearm on campus. That 
changed in 2012, when the Colorado 
Supreme Court ruled that a 2003 law 
expanding concealed gun carry rights 
in the state overrode the university’s 
Board of Regents. 

There haven’t been any 
significant incidents at the University 
since the accidental discharge of a 
handgun by a staff member who was 
showing her weapon to colleagues. 

“There have been 
absolutely no problems or issues (since 
then), so there never will be, right?” 
said Jerry Peterson, a former chairman 
of the Boulder Faculty Assembly. 
Peterson was praised by fellow faculty 
members when he declared that he 
would cancel a class session 
immediately if he became aware that 
someone in the room had a firearm. 

At the Boulder campus, 
permit holders can carry concealed 
weapons in most places, including 
classrooms, offices and laboratories — 
but not in residence halls or at football 
games, concerts and other special 
events. Housing contracts and event 
tickets include a prohibition on 
weapons. 

However, students with a 
concealed carry permit can arrange to 


live in separate university housing 
otherwise designated for students with 
families, provided they have a gun safe 
or other lockable, secure receptacle. 

Provost Russell Moore said 
officials estimate that less than 1 
percent of the roughly 39,000 students, 
faculty and staff at the Boulder campus 
possess a concealed carry permit, and 
even fewer actually carry guns. Most 
undergraduates wouldn’t qualify 
because they are not yet 21 years old. 

The court ruling that opened 
the university to concealed carry came 
in a case brought an organization 
called Students for Concealed Carry on 
Campus. 

Moore said he has received 
no reports of a chilling effect from his 
university’s deans and department 
chairs. 

— www.stateman.com Nov. 21,2015 

Texas police say they’ll take 
new open carry law in stride 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Texas is late to 
the open carry party, at least when it 
comes to handguns. On New Year's 
Day, it'll become the 45th state to 
legalize carrying a pistol in plain sight. 

As the new law looms, some 
officers are saying they won't demand to 
see a license if they have no other 
reason to stop a gun carrier. Not doing 
so could avoid harassment lawsuits - 
even if would-be criminals could carry 
guns without fear of getting caught. 

Texas already allows openly 
carrying rifles and shotguns, but has 
banned having handguns visible since 
just after the Civil War. It'll be the largest 
state to sanction some form of open 
carry, with California, Florida, Illinois, 
New York and South Carolina still 
banning it. 

Texas had nearly 826,000 
concealed license holders in 2014. 
Openly carrying a gun will require 
obtaining the same license concealed 
weapons holders have - be at least 21, 
have clean criminal and psychology 
records, complete a training course and 
pass a shooting test. Concealed 
handguns are even allowed inside the 
Texas Capitol, where license holders 
can bypass metal detectors. 

Texas also has the country's 
most federal firearms license holders, 
from manufacturers to dealers. 

The original open carry bill 
included a "no-stop" provision barring 
police from demanding to see the 
license of someone simply for openly 
carrying their gun. Tea party legislators 
didn't want 2nd Amendment rights 
infringed, while Democrats worried 
about racial profiling, concerned that 




blacks and Hispanics might be asked for 
their licenses more than their white 
counterparts. 

"If I get a gun, I guess I'd better 
put my hands up," state Sen. Rodney 
Ellis, a Houston Democrat who is black, 
said when the measure was debated on 
the Senate floor. 

Austin Police Chief Art 
Acevedo was an outspoken critic of the 
"no-stop" provision, saying it would 
effectively bar police from doing their 
jobs while endangering the public. 
Under pressure from police chiefs and 
state law enforcement organizations, 
that language was stripped from the 
final open carry bill. 

The Austin department is 
training its dispatchers to educate the 
public on the law change, anticipating a 
barrage of 911 calls about someone 
openly carrying a gun. 

Not demanding to see licenses, 
though, could also make it easier for 
unlicensed Texas residents to take 
advantage of the don't-ask environment. 

"We've changed things here a 
lot and we've not thought this through," 
said Charley Wilkison, executive director 
of the Combined Law Enforcement 
Associations of Texas, the state's 
largest law enforcement officers' union. 
"People will drive without a license and 
we can sure count on them to carry a 
weapon without training or license." 

- Dec. 26, 2015 

Rand Paul’s bill could shut 
down Obama’s gun control 
agenda 

Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY) just 
introduced legislation that would deny 
President Barack Obama the ability to 
infringe on American 2 nd Amendment 
rights via executive fiat. 

The White House is currently 
finalizing a series of executive actions to 
create new gun regulations, including a 
plan to expand background check 
requirements. 

But Paul’s legislation, the 
Separation of Powers Restoration and 
Second Amendment Protection Act, 
could shut down the president’s one- 
man gun control efforts. By decreeing 
any executive action with the potential to 
hinder 2 nd Amendment rights as 
"advisory only” until a legislative 
equivalent of the action is passed by 
Congress, the legislation would ensure 
that any new gun control laws come 
from the legislative branch. 

“In the United States, we do 
not have a king, but we do have a 
Constitution. We also have the Second 
Amendment, and I will fight tooth and 
nail to protect it,” Paul said. 


The legislation would also open 
the Obama administration up to civil 
lawsuits from Americans who believe 
the president’s actions violate their 2 nd 
Amendment rights. 

-- personalliberty.com Dec. 21,2015 

Maryland scraps gun 
"fingerprint" database after 15 
failed years 

By Erin Cox 

Millions of dollars later, 
Maryland has decided that its 15-year 
effort to store and catalog the 
"fingerprints" of thousands of handguns 
was a failure. 

Since 2000, the state 
required that gun manufacturers fire 
every handgun to be sold here and 
send the spent bullet casing to 
authorities. The idea was to build a 
database of "ballistic fingerprints" to 
help solve future crimes. 

But the system never 
solved a single case. Now the 
hundreds of thousands of accumulated 
casings could be sold for scrap. 

"Obviously, I'm 

disappointed," said former Gov. Parris 
N. Glendening, a Democrat whose 
administration pushed for the database 
to fulfill a campaign promise. 

In a fallout shelter beneath 
Maryland State Police headquarters in 
Pikesville, the state has amassed more 
than 300,000 bullet casings, one from 
each new handgun sold here since the 
law took effect. They fill three 
cavernous rooms secured by a 
common combination lock. 

Each casing was stamped 
with a bar code, sealed in its own 
envelope and filed in boxes stacked 
from floor to ceiling. Forensic scientists 
photographed the casings in hopes the 
system would someday identify the 
owner of a gun fired at a crime scene. 
The system cost an estimated $5 
million to set up and operate. 

But the computerized 
system designed to sort and match the 
images never worked as envisioned. In 
2007, the state stopped taking the 
photographs, though hundreds of 
thousands more casings kept piling up 
in the fallout shelter. 

The ballistic fingerprinting 
law was repealed effective Oct. 1 and 
the General Assembly authorized the 
state police to sell off its inventory for 
scrap. 

The Maryland system was 
based on the successful federal 
National Integrated Ballistic Information 
Network started in the 1990s. It 
catalogs casings only from crime 
scenes and from guns confiscated by 


police. Maryland's unwieldy version 
collected the fingerprint from every 
single handgun sold in the state. 

In Maryland when an 
investigator submitted a crime scene 
casing, the database software would 
sometimes spit out hundreds of 
matches. The state sued the 
manufacturer in 2009 for $1.9 million, 
settling for $390,000. 

New York created a similar 
database, but pulled funding for the 
project in 2012 when it, too, had no 
success. 

In 2008, the Department of 
Justice asked the National Research 
Council to study the value in creating a 
national ballistics database with 
fingerprints from every gun. 
Researchers concluded that such an 
endeavor would be a waste of money. 

In 2014, state police issued 
a report that showed the program had 
solved no crimes and was costing more 
than ever. A sweeping gun-control law 
passed in 2013 — and the surge in gun 
sales that resulted — created a backlog 
and state police had to hire eight 
people just to organize the nearly 
60,000 bullet casings sent in that year. 
In the report, police again suggested 
the program had merit. 

For more than a decade, 
meanwhile, the state police have 
fielded complaints that manufacturers 
were needlessly firing off rounds from 
brand-new guns. 

"It drove the gun collectors 
nuts," Maryland State Police 
spokesman Greg Shipley said. "It's like 
a car. As soon as you drive it off the lot, 
it loses value." 

- The Baltimore Sun, Nov. 7, 2015 

CNN Anchor Shocked to 
Learn 14 Women Claim Bill 
Clinton Sexually Assaulted 
Them 

CNN Anchor Alisyn Camerota 
was shocked to learn that there are at 
least 14 women who could make 
claims that former President Bill Clinton 
sexually assaulted them. 

Thursday, on CNN’s “New 
Day,” CNN political commentator Errol 
Louis told Camerota, “There are about 
14 women who could be said to have 
made claims at one time or another.” 

Aghast, Camerota said, “Is 
that right? Fourteen?” 

Lewis replied, “Well, if you go 
to the sort of right-wing websites and 
the talk radio crowd. There are about 
14 names out there. 

- http://dailycaller.com/2015/12/31/ 




Police: Men Lure Couple to 
Vehicle Buy 

The trouble began after a 
couple responding to a Craigslist ad 
arrived at a meetup spot in Aiken, S.C., 
to purchase a vehicle, police told 
WJBF-TV. 

Then the two black men 
who met the couple Wednesday 
afternoon pulled out weapons and 
demanded money. 

But one of the victims, a 
woman, pulled out her own gun and 
fatally shot one of the men. 

The couple said the other 
man ran off and they got in their car, 
called 911 and met with deputies at a 
nearby gas station. 

The investigation is ongoing 
but no charges have been filed. 

— www.theblaze.com, Nov. 27, 2015 

Commentary: If you use 
Craigslist, make the buy in a very 
public place. A lady interviewed in the 
video said she wouldn't buy this way 
because "you could be meeting a serial 
killer." 

Woman who illegally bought 
gun used to kill cop 
sentenced to one year of 
probation 

A federal judge in Omaha 
on Monday sentenced a woman to one 
year of probation for illegally buying a 
gun on her boyfriend’s behalf. The 
woman could have been sentenced to 
a maximum penalty of 10 years in 
prison and fined $250,000. 

The boyfriend was a 

prohibited felon at the time of the 

purchase. He later the used the firearm 
to kill a police officer, Kerrie Orozco. 

The boyfriend himself was 
also killed in the altercation with police. 
The purchaser admitted that her 

boyfriend lived out of state. Had the 
government chose to pursue it, that 
could have been the basis for yet 
another federal felony, transferring a 
firearm to a person who one knows or 
has reasonable cause to believe does 
not live in one’s own state of residence. 

So to recap, a woman 

commits an act that implicates at least 
four separate federal felonies and that 
leads to the death of two people 
(including a police officer acting in the 
line of duty). As a result, she is 
convicted on one count and does not 
serve any prison time whatsoever. 

Gun control advocates 
insist that the government needs more 
tools to put gun owners in jail for things 
like carrying the wrong size magazine, 
having the wrong or too many features 


on a firearm, or failing to obtain 
permission from the government to 
transfer a firearm to a law-abiding 
friend or relative. Yet with all the tools 
at its disposal already, the system lacks 
the will to imprison those whose 
behavior actually gets people killed. 
-dailycaller.com/2015/11/08 

The New Way Police Are 
Surveilling You: Calculating 
Your Threat ‘Score’ 

Perhaps the most 
controversial [police surveillance] 
technology is the threat-scoring 
software Beware. Fresno is one of the 
first to test the program. 

As officers respond to calls, 
Beware runs the address and returns 
the names of residents and scans them 
against a range of publicly available 
data to generate a color-coded threat 
level for each person or address: 
green, yellow or red. 

Exactly how Beware 
calculates threat scores is something 
that its maker, Intrado, considers a 
trade secret, so it is unclear how much 
weight is given to a misdemeanor, 
felony or threatening comment on 
Facebook. 

In promotional materials, 
Intrado writes that Beware could reveal 
that the resident of a particular address 
was a war veteran suffering from post- 
traumatic stress disorder, had criminal 
convictions for assault and had posted 
worrisome messages about his battle 
experiences on social media. 

Fresno Police Chief Jerry 
Dyer said officers are often working on 
scant or even inaccurate information 
when they respond to calls, so Beware 
and the Real Time Crime Center give 
them a sense of what may be behind 
the next door. 

Fresno City Councilman 
Clinton J. Olivier, a libertarian-leaning 
Republican, said Beware was like 
something out of a dystopian science 
fiction novel and asked Dyer a simple 
question: “Could you run my threat 
level now?” 

Dyer agreed. The scan 
returned Olivier as a green, but his 
home came back as a yellow, possibly 
because of someone who previously 
lived at his address, a police official 
said. 

“Even though it’s not me 
that’s the yellow guy, your officers are 
going to treat whoever comes out of 
that house in his boxer shorts as the 
yellow guy," Olivier said. “That may not 
be fair to me.” 

The number of local police 
departments that employ some type of 


technological surveillance increased 
from 20 percent in 1997 to more than 
90 percent in 2013, according to the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics. The most 
common forms of surveillance are 
cameras and automated license plate 
readers, but the use of handheld 
biometric scanners, social media 
monitoring software, devices that 
collect cellphone data and drones is 
increasing. 

The surveillance creates 
vast amounts of data. The largest 
database is the FBI’s $1 billion Next 
Generation Identification project, which 
is creating a trove of fingerprints, iris 
scans, data from facial recognition 
software and other sources that aid 
local departments in identifying 
suspects. 

Law enforcement officials 
say such tools allow them to do more 
with less, and they have credited the 
technology with providing breaks in 
many cases. Virginia State Police 
found the man who killed a TV news 
crew during a live broadcast last year 
after his license plate was captured by 
a reader. 

But those benefits have 
sometimes come with a cost to privacy. 
Law enforcement used cell site 
simulators for years without getting a 
judge’s explicit consent. The Justice 
Department announced last September 
that it would require all federal 
agencies to get a search warrant. 

— Washington Post, January 11,2016 

Does George Stephanopoulos 
even know what gun laws we 
have now? 

By John Lott 

Do gun control advocates 
even read what gun laws are on the 
books? The hot new claim is that 
there’s nothing to stop identified 
terrorists from buying guns in this 

country. 

On Sunday, on ABC’s “The 
Week," George Stephanopoulos 
asserted that, “Under current law, 

individuals on the terror watch list and 
the no-fly list have been allowed to buy 
guns and explosives.” That same day, 
NYC Police Commissioner Bill Bratton 
asked Congress to “help us out with 
that Terrorist Watch List, those 

thousands of people that can purchase 
firearms in this country.” 

It sure sounds scary. 

But Bratton surely knows 

better. Law enforcement is notified 
every time that a person on the terror 
watch list attempts to buy gun. 

Being on the watch list 
doesn’t mean that you are guilty of 




anything. You can be on the list simply 
because the FBI wants to interview you 
about someone you might know. About 
300,000 people on the watch list are 
under “reasonable suspicion” even 
though they have “no affiliation with 
known terrorist groups.” 

Of over 2,000 people on the 
watch list that bought guns between 
February 2004 and December 2014, 
not a single one has been identified as 
using a gun in a crime. 

About 700,000 people were 
on the watch list last year. In 2014, 
about 50,000 people were on the “no- 
fly” list. 

Should the government be 
able to deny people the right to protect 
themselves simply because it wants to 
ask about someone you might know? 

Even if we put people on a 
list and prohibited them from legally 
purchasing guns, it’s not really that 
hard to get a gun. Just because illegal 
drugs are illegal doesn’t mean people 
can’t get them. It’s the same with guns. 

All the AK-47s and 
explosive belts used in the Paris 
attacks were of course illegal. The gun 
laws in France are even much more 
extensive than anything that President 
Obama or Hillary Clinton have yet 
proposed. 

Strangely, the Paris attacks 
are being used to push for gun control 
laws that failed to stop those attacks. 

— www.dailycaller.com/2015/11/25 

Iraqi Refugee Charged with 
Terrorism: Texas Sues U.S. 

An Iraqi refugee granted 
residency in the U.S. as a teenager has 
been charged with supporting the 
jihadist group Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL). Omar Faraj Saeed Al 
Hardan, now 24 years old, lives in 
Houston, Texas, with his 18-year-old 
wife and infant child. A local newspaper 
report says Al Hardan and his family 
live on food stamps. His defense 
attorney will also be financed by 
taxpayers. He tried to supply material 
support to ISIL and lied about his ties to 
the terrorist organization and his 
weapons training when applying to 
become a U.S. citizen, according to a 
federal indictment issued this month. 


The Texas lawsuit accuses 
federal officials of violating the Refugee 
Act of 1980, which requires the 
government to consult regularly with 
the state regarding the placement of 
refugees. Following Al Hardan’s 
indictment Texas Attorney General Ken 
Paxton issued a statement saying “the 
arrest in Houston of an Iraqi refugee for 
suspicion of terrorist activities is a 
troubling revelation. My office will 
continue to press for the right of 
Texans to ensure that terrorists are not 
being placed in our communities." 

— Judicial Watch, Jan. 12, 2016 

Growing number of police 
chiefs, sheriffs join call to 
arms 

It's Florida Sheriff Grady 
Judd's duty to protect the citizens of 
Polk County -- but he figures it's their 
job, too. 

“If you are foolish enough to 
break into someone’s home, you can 
expect to be shot in Polk County,” Judd 
said after a homeowner shot a would- 
be home invader earlier this month. “It’s 
more important to have a gun in your 
hand than a cop on the phone." 

Such full-throated embrace 
of the Second Amendment as a crime¬ 
fighting tool isn't confined to red states 
like Florida. 

“I want as many law-abiding 
citizens to arm themselves in this 
county as we can get," says Milwaukee 
County Sheriff David Clarke. 

One California police chief 
is backing teachers in his district 
packing heat. Detroit Police Chief 
James Craig has been a leader in 
urging his community to arm itself. A 
Maryland sheriff is trying to make it 
easier for citizens to obtain handgun 
permits. 

Some say terror attacks 
have contributed to a change in 
attitudes about gun ownership, even in 
locales historically hostile towards the 
Second Amendment. 

The answer [how to 
respond to an active shooter scenario] 
varies based on where you live, and 
how your law enforcement leaders are 
selected. 


Police chiefs are typically 
appointed by mayors, and their politics 
tend to line up with whoever chose 
them. Sheriffs, in contrast, are voted 
into office and in some cases espouse 
values of a constituency that is growing 
ever-more pro-gun. 

The number of concealed 
handgun permits soared from 4.6 
million in 2007 to 12.8 million in 2015, 
according to the Crime Prevention 
Research Center. Those numbers 
match an evolution in the general 
public’s attitude toward guns. Just 35 
percent of respondents in a 2000 
Gallup poll said they felt safer with a 
gun in the house. That rose to 63 
percent in 2014. 

“There is momentum in the 
country for expanding the right to 
carry,” New York University Law 
Professor James Jacobs told 
FoxNews.com. “But the people who are 
leading the charge on gun control, they 
say momentum is changing in their 
direction. There seems to be a real 
disconnect here in terms of peoples’ 
perceptions of what the trends are.” 

That uncertainty of the 
public’s attitude could be the reason for 
the mixed messages emanating from 
some police chiefs in big cities. 

Washington D.C. Chief of 
Police Cathy Lanier made a seemingly 
pro-Second Amendment statement on 
“60 Minutes” in November on the topic 
of what citizens can do during mass 
shootings. 

“If you’re in a position to try 
and take the gunman down, to take the 
gunman out, it’s the best option for 
saving lives before police can get 
there,” she said. 

Still, at the time of the 
interview Lanier had approved just 48 
concealed carry licenses during a 
year’s span and had rejected about 80 
percent of all applicants. 

— www.foxnews.com January 15, 2016 

Moms Against Cars 

To eliminate the biggest 
killer of our children and our loved 
ones. To try and convince MOMS 
DEMAND ACTION, that cars kill 4x as 
many people as guns- EVERY YEAR! 

-- Facebook page 
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